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FRO M THE PRINCIPAL'S D E S K

As most of you know by now
we have instituted process
model writing in the elementary school this fall. Our efforts
to implement this research
based program with your children has been exciting and
rewarding . Your children have
written extensively . Several
volumes of work have been
published and sent home for
examination. We invite and urge
you to come to see their work,
come to see them writing. We
celebrate the writing your children have done in response to
this implementation.Please celebrate with us.
By implementing process model writing in the elementary
school this year we continue,
expand, and celebrate the reinforcing environment developed
in the early language experi-

ences at home. We do this by
giving students larger blocks of
writing time . We encourage
them to stretch and take risks,
to guess at spelling rich new
words not yet holding sight
word status. We urge them to
write as authors, to select pieces
they deem their best work to be
polished and published for
peers, parents, and teachers to
read.
Research tells us that children
come to school believing they
can write. They draw pictures
and explain in great detail just
what those drawings symbolize. Many of them add scribbles
and invented spelling attempting to write messages to accompany
their
drawings.
Thus, beginning as early as
nursery/kindergarten
your
children are encouraged to

express themselves in their own
language, calling upon their own
experiences. They write about
school, their family, friends, contemporary issues as they understand them, and themselves. Using
data they know about and using
authentic human reasons for
writing as a basis for their own
creations, they write in believable
voices and gain confidence in
themselves as writers.
Writing takes time. Those of us
who write regularly know that
one seldom simply decides to
write, then picks up the pen or
pencil. places it on the paper as
the treasure of ideas begin to
flow. All writers need a topic they
can believe in and develop. Regular blocks of time are imperative as your children discover
that their seemingly ordinary lives
are treasure troves of writing
topics. Blocks of time are essential as children learn to choose
and then focus on a topic. Children need time to build the flexibility that allows them to choose
among genres or practice writing
for a variety of audiences. They
need time as they learn to understand and manipulate the text
structures peculiar to science,
social studies, math, or art. They
need time to develop the ability to
critically evaluate their own pieces.
Finally in-class and out-of-class
time must be available for rich
and varied reading experiences,

since the urge to write is the child
of the love of reading. Writing
receives time on balance with
that given to the reading program
so that your children internalize
the writing and reading connection
-- that people write to discover
their thoughts and read to discover the thoughts of others.

Growth occurs over time. Therefore, each child builds and maintains a writing folder that provides tangible evidence of writing
growth through the year. Jots of
ideas for future papers, aborted
efforts, pieces yet uncompleted,
working drafts of a current inprogress, drafts ready for editing,
as well as those ready for conference and/or publication are
carefully and neatly stored in this
folder. Each piece is numbered
and dated allowing the student,
parents, and teachers to examine
individual composition efforts or
to examine and celebrate the
myriad changes in skills. From
this folder the child chooses pieces
he/she wishes to share with peers
and teachers. In some classrooms
completed works are hung on a
clothesline. Classmates come to
the line and unclip a story for free
reading time. In other rooms works
of written art are tacked on a
bulletin board designed to look
like a hard hat area. The caption
above the groupings of books
says, 'Writing Under Construction

for granted. The teachers share
their own writing with the children and sometimes write with
them. Teachers recognize that
quantity is a precondition for
quality. They respond to your
children's writing rather than just
'marking· it. They celebrate their
efforts and help them through
reading and writing activities to
answer for themselves the question, 'What is quality writing?•

Here'. An author might choose to
make a work resemble a book by
creating a biographical sketch,
dedication page, cover, and end
pages. A card pocket may be
glued in the front and a check-out
card inserted in the pocket. Such
a book may then be checked out
from the classroom library_ we
hope that soon such a book might
be placed on the 'Price Lab School
Authors' shelf of our library. There,
such a publication could be
checked out and read along with
the other bound volumes by wellknown authors.
Your children bring the energy to
communciate with them; we
merely tap that energy. We do
this by building a community of
writers. Your children see teachers who have enthusiasm for
writing. They do not take writing

Perhaps Robert White's (1952) task
of guiding children using the
metaphor of raising plants best
describes the program we intend
for your children.
'This should be encouraging, because
raising plants is one of mankind's most
successful activities. Perhaps the success
comes from the fact that the husbandman
does not try to thrust impossible patterns
on his plants. He respects their peculiarities, tries to provide suitable conditions. protects them from the more serious
kinds of injury -- but he lets the plants do
the growing. He does not poke at the seed
in order to make it sprout more quickly,
nor does he seize the shoot when it breaks
ground and try to pull open the first leaves
by hand. Neither does he trim the leaves
of different kinds of plants in order to have
them all look alike.'

Judy Beckman
Price Laboratory Elementary
School

TEACHING CHILDREN TO
WRITE WELL

word choices. Praise the good
points of their story.

BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS

April 1986, offered parents helpful suggestions which we are
summarizing for you. If you
would like a copy of the article.
please let me know.
Encourage Toddlers! How? Read
to them; act as if they were
literate. You could praise them
when they mimic reading or writing. They are pretending their
way into literacy. Keep tools of
writing around such as jumbo
pencils, crayons, magic markers.
and even a cast-off typewriter.
Show off their efforts. Applaud
their message. Do not concentrate
on invented spellings or absence
of punctuation.
What can your child do? Scribble,
and scribble with a purpose. Give
your child a task to write a message, make out a grocery list, add
something to your grocery list,
write a birthday card. Encourage
them to make up stories or new
endings for a favorite story.
Grade school children need lots of
chances to write. Foster writing at
home. Make the library a regular
hangout. Writing and reading are
inseparable partners. Be interested in children's questions about
their stories, point out interesting

Six Steps to Make Your
Children Better Writers!

1. Help in the beginning. Have your
children talk their way through a first
draft. Ask: "What's most interesting
about this to you?" "Why do you
think that happened?"
2. Nix to Nit-picking. When reading a
written draft, zero in on the positive.
When you say, "I like the way that
you .... ," your children learn what's
right and will gain confidence.
3. Go back for the details. After you
see the same problem crop up a number
of times, you might say, "I see you're
having a little problem deciding when
to capitalize .... "
4. Don't teach grammar. Unless your
grammar is impeccable, avoid formal
lessons. If you can help your youngsters make each piece of writing clear
and interesting, most grammar problems will disappear.
Show your appreciation. Earned
5.
honest praise is one of the best tools
you can use to improve your children's writing. Use it often.
6. Be a writing parent! Let your kids
see how you use writing, whether it's
to straighten out a bill or to dash off a
note to Uncle Lew.

GOOD HOUSEKEEPING articl e
through the information from National Council of Teachers
English President, Dr. Richard
LLoyd-Jones of the University of
Iowa, recommends the following
books for parents. I support their
recommendations and would be
happy to make additional recommendations to you if you call
m e.

members of the family to enjoy.
Copies might be sent to grandparents. The evening of our son's
rehearsal dinner, the night before
his wedding, his father and I
presented him with the collection
of memories we had written together and shared over the years.
He had no idea they had been
saved. His emotion-filled response told me clearly that my
time had been well spent.

*For a free pamphle t. 'How to Help Your
Child Beco m e a Be tt e r Writ e r .· s e nd a
s tamped. self-addressed envelope to Info rmati o n Se rvi ces, Nationa l Counc il of
Teach e rs o f E nglish . 1111 K e nyon Rd . .
Urban a. IL 6 1801.
* WRITE FROM THE ST ART : TAPPING
YOUR CHILD'S NATURAL WRITING
ABILITY (D . Graves and V . Stuart . E .P.
Dutton) .

*ON WRITING WELL (William Zinsser ,
Harpe r a nd Row).
*WRITING TO LEARN (Donald Murray,
Ho lt . Rin eh a rt and Wins ton) .

WRITE A STORY
FOR YOUR CHILD

Why not write a memory for your
child and share it. Your child has
b een taught to 'receive' pieces
and should give you some warm
feedbac k . You could also plan
some shared writing time during
whi c h each of you writes a spec ial memory. These could be
share d and bound for other

We know that children who see
their parents and other members of their family read and
write are more likely to become
life time readers. Teachers at
Price Elementary are modeling
writing for your children. They
share their writing with their
students. Many teachers, as part

of our curriculum meetings this
fall. have written memories
specifically to be shared with
students. These stories are
written for modeling purposes,
but also to help students see
the stories in their own mem ories. One of the memories
Joyce Hornby wrote for her
students, printed after this
article, might give you a suggestion for writing a memory to
share with your child.
Judy Beckman

AS THE TWIG IS BENT

The last instruction was given,
the sun was shining brightly, and
my mind was set! All I had to do
was watch every move, follow
my teacher, and I would have a
little brown bag of bubble-gum to
share with every coveted nonfriend in second grade!
'You are never to leave the
schoolground for any reason!' I
heard my mother and father say.
'If you disobey you will be punished heartily.' This warning was
ringing in my mind with every
sandy step that oozed through
my toes.
Florence held the door open, we
made our way through it, and
walked quickly through the store.
The candy, bubble-gum and
red-hots were easy to reach. As I

dared to reach into the bubblegum bin, all thoughts of family
were blotted out of my mind! I
had actually slipped four doublebubbles in my pocket and no one
in the whole world knew! Home
free - what a feast of friends I
would have; all waiting to taste
my bubble-gum! Again, Florence
gave the signal. She would buy
one penny's worth and that would
get us a little brown bag!
Calmly, we lined up. My nose
even with the counter and the
double-bubbles safely tucked in
my deepest pocket gave me a
feeling of confidence. I was so
little and he was so tall, he could
never see into my pocket. With
both hands clasping the counter, I
moved slowly and finally in place!
The man was the tallest, blueeyed giant I had ever seen. His
hands grew twice their size as he
folded them over mine. With a
deep firm voice and piercing blue
eyes he bellowed,

'Are you Fred Benzel' s daughter?' My heart pounded harder
and louder than horse hoofs on
a cobble street! 'Yes, I am,' a
little whisper said as it passed
through my astonished lips!
' You put e v e rything in your
poc k e t on this c ounter!' roared
the blue giant! ' And don ' t try
that again!'
Y es, sir, y es sir! I managed to
grab all four double-bubbles at
one time! As I turned to run out
the door, there was Peanuts,
the biggest bully on the bus.
Dismayed, I started back to
school knowing that Peanuts
would see to it that my ' Big
Sister and Big Brother's CIA'
would be there to report in full.
The bus stopped at the Benzel
home on time. I couldn't run
fast enough to be the first to
report my story!
Four double-bubbles, a spanking, and one coal-bucket* later
I had learned to stay on the
schoolground, as ' watched
Florence leave and return with
her little brown bag .
* In my remorse ful state I settled down
in th e large c oal -buc k e t placed b etween the kit c h en wall and the cook
stove ! The re I found enough room to
think about my bents toward a life of
c rime . It dawne d on m e then - my
fathe r and mothe r w e re in the business
of pruning a nd I lost my b ent!

Joyce Hornby

NURSERY /KINDERGARTEN

Strange looking creatures lurked
in the hallway during the month
of October as the nurse ry/kindergarten students studied dinosaurs and monste rs. Activiti es
included creating monster masks,
c lay dinosaurs, monster cookies
and large scale models of Tyrannosaurus Rex and Brontosaurus.
Many laughs were shared during
our Jokes and Riddles Unit around
Halloween time. Here are just a
few of our favorites:
Knock knock
Who's there?
Olive
Olive who?
Olive you! (I love you)
What do you call it when a ghost's
stomach hurts?
A booly-ache!
Currently we are busy learning
about numbers so you'll hear our
counting rhymes and songs as
you pass our rooms . On our
number hunt around the school
we discovered numbers all over.
We even found some on the
drinking fountain!
Denise Dole

GRADEi

Tugging at my sleeve, a first
grade student exclaimed, 'Now
Mrs. Moore, she will climb
through a window! Watch, Mrs.
Moore, this is the best part!· Happily, he continued to describe and
interpret the mime and pantomime show by Ron and
Ludvika Popenhagen . At times,
boys and girls watched breathlessly in anticipation then e xplod e d into laught e r over th e
silent but animated stories c onv e y ed through facial and body
movements. It was a ple asurable
experience for us and our thirteen
guests from the Sac Fox Se ttlem ent school near Tama.
For four y e ars we have partic ipate d in an exchange program
with our Native American neighbors. The friendship generated on
Tue sday, November 11, opened
opportunities with the Sac Fox
School which will continu e
through letters and a return visit
in May to the Sac Fox Settlement
School. By visiting each other's
schools and fostering an affable
relationship through letter writing,
we hope our children will gain
understanding and appreciation
of our diversified American culture.
On a crisp fall day at Hartman
Reserve, students erected a tepee
by lifting lodge-pine poles into

place, securing the poles with
rope then covering the frame with
a colorful canvas skin. Long ago ,
a Mesquakie home was a wick-iup constructed of a wood frame
and covered with bark and brush.
Mr. Fish, a naturalist, added to our
knowledge with his stories. A
miniature Mesquakie village in a

cl earing along a rive r. was built
by stude nts and on dis play in the
classroom library.
Following their trip to Hartman ,
first grade students wrote thankyou notes on hand- d e corat e d
stationar) to Mr. Fish and Ms.
Geske at hartman Reserve . Their
letters to children at the Sac Fox
Settlement School and to the
naturalists reflect understanding
of our native American unit as
well as steady growth in writing
skills. This past week, a student
asked a classmate, 'Read this
with me and look for the sounds I
can't find'. Today, another stu-

dent helped a friend write 'get',
then struggled with the word
herself explaining, 'I can't hear all
the sounds and print them at the
same time.· Six and seven yearold children are grappling with
the complexities of the writing
process as they write original
thoughts, concentrate on correct
letter formation and listening for
the sounds. As teachers and parents, our role is to encourage, to
interpret, to help with the sounds
they can't find, to marvel at their
growth and to celebrate. watching young authors write, re-read
their stories, ponder and then
continue to write and read, the
significance of a quote from Lucy
McCormick Calkins is so apparent, ' 'Writers are also readers.'
Judy Finkelstein
Lynn Moore
GRADES 2 ANO 3

The Rea din', Writin' &' Rithmetic
Connection

What has four arms, four legs,
four eyes, reads, writes, and retreats to out-of-the-way corners?
Another clue: it often appears
around 9:00 a.m. in Unit Ill. Give
up? A story conference, of course.
This fall, students in Unit Ill have
been involved in a writing process where they not only originate stories from their rich imaginations, but also share their writ-

ing through story conferences
with peers, university participants,
and teachers.
Although this process may have
a different flavor in each room,
several common experiences are
shared by all students in Unit Ill.
First, students are encouraged to
take ownership for their own
writing. The thoughts they put on
paper are not the property of
teachers, but rather grow naturally from the students' vivid
imaginations and creative initiative.
Second, students are given the
opportunity to put their thoughts
on paper without the immediate
threat of the teacher's red ink.
Third, students are encouraged
to share their writing with the
class or maybe just one other
student. Discussing each other's
writing not only presents opportunities for positive peer feedback,
but also provides new ideas for
subsequent writing sessions.
Fourth, students' editorial skills
are sharpened through teacherstudent story conferences. Periodically, the students select pieces
they wish to polish and possibly
publish. (We occasionally write
tongue twisters too!!) Individual
conferences allow the teacher to
assist students with the refining
process and keep abreast of individual needs.

Fifth, mini-lessons are periodically conducted as specific skill/
needs arise. For instance, several
children may use quotation marks
in their writing without knowing
how to use them correctly. A
mini-lesson on the use of quotation marks should be conducted
using samples from the students'
own writing.
This fresh, child-centered approach has yielded many positive
writing experiences for children.
The old 'I can't think of anything
to write' syndrome is seldom
heard in Unit 111. Part of the
reason for this absence is the
connections students are building
between reading and writing. To
put it in the words of one student,
'When I write - I search my mind
for any inspiration I like. If I find
one that I like, I take a tiny part of
it and then work from there. But
if I can't find a lead, I think about

all .kinds of books and, before
long, can usually find something
to go on.·
The thinking process involving
'all kinds of books· confirms the
natural relationship between what
is read and what is written. Unit
Ill children are discovering the
joy of reading each other's work,
reading established authors' works.
and findin~ new inspiration for
their own 'publishing.·
·
This special emphasis on writing
has not only affected the reading
program but math as well. Students are typically asked to read
and solve story problems as a
regular part of the math curriculum. However. on occasion. students have been asked to apply
mathematics concepts by writing
their own story problems. In one
classroom this fall the children
wrote and illustrated their own
story problems. The problems
were then shared with classmates who read and solved these
student-originated problems.
Readin', writin', and'rithmetic are
alive and well in Unit 111. Together
we're discovering the connections which make this stuff called
·school work' personal and meaningful for each child.
Lynn Nielsen
Janet McClain
Mary Ellen Bollhoefer-Harberts
Connie Rouse

GRADE 4

'Do

GRADE 5

really have to touch that
thing?
Will they really pinch?'

These were two very popular
questions in our room this fall as
our students tried to become
acquainted with crayfish!! This
was a new experience to some
and even the ·strongest of heart'
had trouble picking up a pet
crayfish. Our attention has now
turned to tadpoles and frogs.
The greatest excitement iswatching our 'authors' sprout and grow!
Even the children who have had
difficulty getting words on paper
are turning into great authors! We
are publishing pieces for others to
read and love to read our works
of art to others in our class. Soon,
published works will show up in
the library for everyone to read.
We are excited to start playing
instruments, both band and orchestra. The excitement is catching and everyone is anxious to
share their talent.
As our social studies unit progresses and we learn more about
the life of people in the Soviet
Union and their lack of freedom of
speech, political choices and
education, we are even more
thankful of our life in the Unitf'd
States. Happy Thanksgiving.
Marilyn Teig

Fifth graders have been exceptionally busy these past few
weeks, not only with academic
responsibilities but extra-curricu Ia r events. Students supported the PTP carnival by
selling raffle tickets. Hats off to
our Aaron Howard who not
only sold over 160 tickets but
also sold the winning ticket!
Six sessions of drama rehearsal
culminated in a Sunday afternoon and three evening performances by the students at
Hartman Reserve. A special
thank you to Gretta Berghammer, who skillfully planned and
organized this experience for
the students. 'Gretta' has become a classroom word, and
she is a dear friend to us all!
We look forward to working
with her again soon!
Academically, the students
have completed the following
math units of instruction: numeration, addition, and subtraction. They are currently
diligently working on multiplication and have found it to be
challenging. After a quick
review of basic facts, we are
now multiplying by two and
three digit numbers. Wish us
luck!
In science the students have
completed the Physical Systems
unit entitled Equal Arm Balance.

After two weeks of weighing,
graphing, and predicting, students are becoming expert scientists! The scientific process is
becoming second nature to moGt
of us. The next unit is entitled
Spring Stretch, and rightly so, as
we bounce into this new experience.
Upon completion of the study of
Safety, students began their study
of the Civil War. we found that
this series of events took its toll
on the nation we so proudly call
our home. One highlight of this
.study was the visitation of two
Northeast Iowa Civil war Association members, who effectively
described their interest, involvement, and re-enactment of the Civil War era.
We are piloting the Random
House Fifth Grade Literature series.
and have thoroughly enjoyed our
selections. Among them. we
found James Herriott to be one of
our favorite authors. In language
we continue to write, write, write.
we not only make journal entries.
but have our writing folders. We
are continually adding more ideas
to our files, working on our rough
drafts, and polishing our final
copies. Students are also supporting the Book It Program, and
a lucky bunch has already won
their October Pizza Hut pizzas!
As you can see, fifth graders are
a busy and productive group of
youngsters. These same children

also recently began band and
orchestra lessons! We thank you
parents for your continued suppC'rt as we speed through the
year! We appreciate your support
and willingness to help when
called upon.
Maribelle Betterton
Scott van Houten
GRADE 6

Sixth Grade Friends
in the Kindergarten
Exciting, effervescent. joyful.
creative, fun. and responsible are
the soul expressions of the students in Mrs. Hornby and Miss
Dole's class as they meet their
friends on Friday mornings. we
have been learning how to be
genuine friends by remembering
our 'Good Ole Kindergarten Days.·
My how times have changed! Our
kindergarten friends are talking to
us and helping us learn how to
ask meaningful questions. We
have played games together, planned and made a Happy Halloween card for them. Each card had
twelve safety tips for their trick
and treat fun. From our weekly
visits we arc collecting id(:-'as for a
friendship album which we will
organize and publish for ourselves and our friends in the
merry-month-of May. The relationship between us is special
and a good learning expcrienc<:"!
Everyone really looks forward to
Friday morning!
Joyce Hornby
Marcus Yoder

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY

A Bridge Over
the Roaring River

If your sixth grade student has
been mumbling words like span,
truss. abutment. cutwater. corbel, vousoir. ribbed arch. etc.
do not be alarmed! They are
only going through a phase.
The phase is caused by the unit
they are presently involved
with in Industrial Technology.
This unit on bridge building is
part of their education because
the words 'Industrial Technology·. when translated from
the original Latin. mean. 'A
study of the way things arc
done in industry.· This nine
weeks your sixth grader is
studying the way things are
done in tht' construction industry. Since very early times humans like other species on this
earth have been modifying their
environment to make life easier.
However. no other species has
the ability to modify their environment to tht' extent humans
can. Good examples of this
modification are the bridges
that have been built by humans
throughout the centuries.
The bridge unit is a simulation
that allows your sixth grader to
experience what architects and
designers do each day. The
student is given a set of speci-

fications for a proposed bridge at
Roaring River. South America.
They are all competing for the
design of the bridge just as design firms would if they were
designing for a real bridge. Their
first task is to be able to communicate their bridge design to others.
Therefore, they prepare two
drawings of their bridge for presentation to the persons proposing the bridge.
Next tht>y will build a scale model
of their bridge including an extra
truss. The extra truss will be
destructive-tested during the final
days of the nine weeks and the
test results will be compared.
Through this simulation experience the student~ are exposed to
these concepts:
1. Idea generation and development,
'problem-solving.'
2. Extra reading and writing that deals
with the concepts being introduced.
3. Communicating ideas as they are
communicated in the construction industry.
4. Discovering that drawings prepared
in industry are made to certain standards
and follow pre-set rules.
5. Construction activities as they build a
scale model of their bridge.
6. Measuring, separating, and assembling raw materials to construct their
scale model.
7. Testing procedures used by industry
to determine which designs are best.

8. Learning about variables that can
affect test results when tests are done on
materials and designs.
Remember that the end result of this
unit is not the drawings, scale model,
and truss that is tested. The real learning
is that your student has gone through a
complex process called 'creation.' They
have taken an idea from their mind,
placed it on paper and communicated it
to others, built a scale model of their
idea, and through this process made
many decisions as to whether they might
like to become an engineer, architect, or
designer.
Nick Teig

ART DEPARTMENT

This semester the art department
is developing new ways of looking and talking about art. In
addition to their creative work,
students are learning to be more
skillful in their awareness and
descriptions of the visual arts. In
one lesson, first graders were
given a copy of only part of a
painting and asked to look for the
matching section. This task required careful teamwork and
scrutiny - - drawing children's
attention to all parts of the paintings. In another lesson, fourth
graders were asked to conduct
searches for clues in paintings in
order to develop a thorough analysis of works of art. Dissimilar
portraits were used for these
discussions.

In connection with their own
work, fourth and sixth grade students were asked to write a brief
description of their drawings of
mythological creatures. The
writing approach is intended to
encourage art students to use
descriptive language about works
of art. In a particularly successful
lesson, one group of sixth graders
combined all of their art knowledge and made question and
answer board games about art.
Can you tell me two important
things that make a good poster?
If you can then move ahead five
spaces to the Louvre Museum
and visit the Mona Lisa!
Annette Swann
GENERAL MUSIC

The fall semester has been a busy
one for music classes at Price Lab
School. Our students have had
the opportunity to work with Miss
Petersen, Miss Huisinga, and Mrs.
Petersen, an unusual number of
student teachers for us! we have
studied the life and music of three
composers from widely differing
style periods. we have enjoyed
listening to the music of J.S. Bach,
W.A. Mozart, and Claude Debussy.
Second graders have had a series
of beginning lessons using the
Kodaly method of music education. This is a process developed
in Europe which utilizes sol fege,
and hand signs to teach singing
and music leading.

The month of October brought
pumpkin carols to PLS, as fourth
grade students traveled through
tht' halls entertaining faculty and
students with Charlie Brown's
version of 'Deck the Patch.' 'Dashing Through the Streets,' 'The
Twelve Days of Halloween.· and
'Great Pumpkin is Coming to
Town.· First grade students traveled to the Western Home to
provide a Halloween Concert for
residents, with songs and poems
about Fall.

All elementary students will
gather on Friday afternoon, December 19 for a Holiday Sing-along. Students will perform for
each other, and participate in
group singing, as well. we are
looking forward to welcoming the
holidays with song, and hope you
will have the chance to join us.

More performances are scheduled for the month of December.
All interested students in grades
4-6 have been invited to perform
at the annual UNI Tree Lighting
Ceremony at Maucker Union on
Thursday, December 4. The program will also feature a choral
group from the UNI School of
Music, and the UNI Folk Dancers.
All of you are welcome to attend.
Call the Elementary Office for the
exact time of the performance.

One of the activities we have
conducted in physical education
classes this fall is the Health
Related Fitness Test. Four different tests are taken with each
test measuring a certain aspect of
a student's health:

Catherine Larsen

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

situps - these measure abdominal strength
g minute run/walk - this measures cardiorespiratory function
skinfold test - this measures body composition (leanness/fatness)
sit and reach test - this measures lower
back and posterior thigh flexibility

During this school year, regular
fitness activities will occur in your
child's physical education program to increase each child's
level of fitness. The Health Related Fitness Test will again be
conducted next spring. If you
have not received a copy of your
child's results and are interested,
contact the Physical Education
Department.
M. Hagge

RESOURCE ROOM

The writing process is an exciting
area for the students with learning
disabilities. It is a boost to thdr
confidence that they are authors
and people are really interested in
their stories. They are able to
write exciting stories like everyone else and don't have to worry
about the dreaded teacher corrections in red pen all over their
paper. This fosters control over
their writing and this concept
carries over into their learning as
well. Students need to know that
they are responsible for their
learning and that teachers are the
facilitators that are trying to help
them reach their learning goals.
The actual responsibility of attaining those goals is up to the
student.

This involves an initial draft,
revisions, and a final draft. This
amount of writing often gets to be
overwhelming for the learning
disabled student so sometimes
they do their writing on the computer. This allows them to go
back and revise, run a copy,
revise, and run a final copy. They
can also save their piece of writing and come back to it later on in
the year.
The writing process can be
applied at home also. It follows
the same philosophy as reading the more you write the better you
will be at writing. Some things to
remember are that the children
are in charge of their writing, you
are the facilitator, and as the
facilitator you can ask them questions that you as their audience
do not understand. You can also
select one skill that you can teach
them and they can apply it to
their writing. Throughout the
process reinforce that they are
capable learners, after all they are
able because they think they are
able.
Kim Klaseus

SPEECH/LANGUAGE/HEARING
DEPARTMENT

The goal in process writing is to
have the writing be clear and
understandable, after all writing is
a different name for conversation.

If your four year-old child came
home this fall and said, 'I listened
to ear phones. I pointed to pie-

tures, l repeated sentences and
l told a long story,' the child
was describing the fall Speech/Lang uag e/Hea ring Screening
Checks given to all new pupils
N-12. The screening testing went
extremely well. The pupils
were cooperative and the f acuity expedited the procedures
which allowed a total of 409
individual tests to be given.
This number is greater than
1985 due to a large influx of new
pupils. Miss Kris Korf is now
working as the student clinician.
following Mrs. Loanne Crew.
and Speech/Language classes
are in full swing. It was great
talking with many of you at the
fall conferences. If you have
any questions call 273-2546 or
273-2220.

Lois Potter

HEALTH OFFICE

'Dear Nurse ... '
On many a day I have been
entertained by the creative writing which appears in the health
office! It comes in the form of
brief notes. in the hands of children hopeful that they might be
excused from physical education,
swimming, or be allowed some
special privileges. These notes
have often been produced with
the serious attempt to simulate
Mom or Dad's writing, but most
often lack authenticity. Nevertheless, some of these efforts are

worthy of being shared ..... with
names changed to protect the
authors!

There was the second grader who
appeared at my desk one morning stating he had a note from his
father. It was printed carefully
and to the point 'I'm not swimming. John' (John being his father's
name). Then there was the note
that came printed on Mom's personalized
stationary.
'Dear
Nurse ... please escuse Nancy from
swiming pool. She has a little
cote. Thank you. Mrs. Smith .'

Sometimes notes even relay
physician's orders. Printed on a
scrap of paper came the instructions, 'To the nurse. Please
let Karen chew cimanon gum for
her sore throat. The doctor.·
That's a favorite of mine along
with the recent addition that simply
said 'Barbara can't do P.E. this
week because she skrewed up
her ankle.' (unsigned)

After discussing with the barers
of these notes the importance of
taking proper credit for their own
writing, I save these literary pieces
to brighten future days as I read
them.
Sue Flemr

BOOKS TOO GOOD TO MISS!
Fleischman - Humbug Mountain - A
master storyteller
spins a tale of search
and tricks and newspapering and some
of 'the great unwashed villains' of
the West.
Holm North to Freedom - Twelve years
old. and escaped
from the Eastern Europe prison camp
where he has lived
most of his life. it is
an incredible feat for
David to make his
way alone 'North to
Freedom.'
Holman Slake's
Limbo
A rem is
Slake. small, nearsighted. and a ·worthless lump· takes
refuge in the subway to fend for himself.
Kaye - The Ordinary
Princess - The best
gift the old fairy,
Crustacea.
could
think to add to the
seventh princess'
gifts of wit. charm,
courage. health, wisdom, and grace. was
that she be ordinary.
Reading her story.
you may not agree
that she was.
Lowry - Switcharound
Imagine! Summer in
Des Moines. Iowa.
With babies - yuck!
And coaching base,
ball - yuck! J.P. and
Tate were sure it
would be awful.

McKinley.
Robin Beauty, a Retelling of Beauty and
the Beast. - All of the
ingredients of the
original are here expanded and deepened into a remarkable rich tale of honor
and love.
MacLachlan - Arthur,
for the very First
Time - Anyone who
hears or reads about
Arthur Rasby's summer with Aunt Elda
and Uncle Risby will
have lots to laugh
about and wish the
characters were real
and nearby.
MacLachlan Sarah,
Plain and Tall - Sarah
is the one who answers Papa's ad for
a wife and arrives to
make him, Caleb.
and Anna into a happy family once more.
Caldecott Winner
Manes - Be a Perfect
Person in Just Three
Daysi - What a deal!
Definitely worth doing things like wearing a broccoli necklace. and following
directions exactly.
Asch · Pearl's Promise - Pearl, a pet
shop white mouse.
vows on her way to
her new home to
save her little brother, Tony, from being
eaten by the evil
snake, Prang.
Babbitt - Kneeknock
Rise - Why does the
Megrimum wail up
on Kneeknock Rise?

Egan determines to
climb up and find
out the answer to the
mystery that makes
everyone in Instep
shudder.
Banks-The Indian in
the Cupboard - When
Omri puts his birthday plastic Indian in
the medicine cupboard he found. he
gets a real surprise Little Bear comes to
life!
DeJong
Hurry
Home, Candy - He
was young. homeless and afraid. This
is the sad. ultimately

heartwarming story
of a small dog kicked
around by a life that
crisscrosses with people until he finds a
home.
Drury - The Champion of Merrimack
County . When o.
Crispin the mouse
adopts the Berryfield's bathtub for
his bicycle practicing, it does get complicated.
Drury - The Finches·
Fabulous Furnace Why would the snow
melt around the Finches' new house?
No wonder the last
family moved out!
Haas-The Bears upstairs - Wendy helps
hide two bears upstairs. until they can
escape to freedom
on Ursa Major.
Fleischman - The
Half-a-Moon Inn -

Aaron,

needs all his wits to
escape from the clutches of Miss Grackle.
proprietor of the
Half-a-Moon Inn.
Selden - The Cricket
in Times Square This is the first in a
series about a remarkable friendship
between a New York
City mouse. Tucker,
and cat . Harry. who
befrien_cl a Connecticut cricket, Chester.
Newbery runner-up
Steele - Journey Outside - Dilar takes the
chance of finding
the 'Better Place·.
one qf things like
green and day. trees
and sky. A tightly
told odyssey of daring, delusion, and
personal growth .
Wallace - Peppermints in the Parlor .
Something is very
wrong
at
Aunt
Twice·s
house.
Emily can tell. Why
is Aunt Twice a
frightened servant in
her own house?
Why can't she talk
about missing Uncle
Twice? A tale of
skulduggery and a
gutsy girl heroine.

a mute,

Joan Diamond,
Elementary Media Specialist

MISCELLANEOUS

WE NEED YOUR HELP! Last year
we installed a beautiful new addition to our school, a new tartan
surface floor in our fieldhouse.
However, since the installation
we've encountered a major problem in that we are accumulating a
great deal of black marks from
black-soled shoes. These marks
are very difficult to remove and
removal takes a great deal of
time.
After consulting with the floor
manufacturer about the problem
they wcommend that we eliminate students from wearing blacksoled shoes. When the shoes
your child wears for fieldhouse
activities wear out, please replace
them with white-soled shoes. we
know this may cause a little
inconvt>nience. hut our long-term
goal is to keep the floor in tip-top
shape . We appreciate your assistance. Thanks.
Paul Waack
Athletics & Facility Director
TRAFFIC JAMS
AFTER SCHOOL

Please do not double-park when
picking up children after school.
Now that the weather has
turned cold, more parents are
coming for their children at 3
p.m. As a result cars are
parked bumper to bumper 0n
both sides of Campus Street.
the street in front of our school.

Cars that come after the available parking is taken often park
next to one of these already
parked cars. Traffic becomes
one lane until the other side
begins to fill with double-parked
cars, then the street is totally
conjested. Children must wind
their way through these cars
and may step from behind a car
into the path of another car.
Please help us! Pull all the way
up in the lane that runs parallel
to the porch on the kindergarten rooms. You will have more
space, traffic will move smoother and faster,
and your children will be able to get to their
cars in safety. Thank you.
THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT

Your support of the BOOK IT
program has helped children
earn many, many, personal pan
pizzas as they reach their
monthly goal.Classes who reach
goal for four out of the five
months are rewarded with a
CLASS PIZZA PARTY - a coveted prize. November marks
the second month of our BOOK
IT participation. Thanksgiving
and Winter Holiday are coming
up. Will you assist your reader
by providing time and extra
books, if needed, so that your
chiid's growing record of reading continues. If you wish to
include some holiday books in
your child's reading program, I

would suggest you begin to
check them out now as the best
titles go quickly.
Here are two suggestions for
holiday reading: POEMS FOR
JEWISH HOLIDAYS by Myra
Cohn Livingston and POLAR
EXPRESS by Chris Van Allsburg.

Try 'em, you'll like 'em!
THEATRE TRIP PLANNED

Your children, second through
eighth grade, will travel to Theatre
UNI for the Main Stage Production
of ANDROCLES AND THE LION
on Friday, December 5, 1986,
at 1:00 p.m. We ask that your
child pay $1 of the $2.50 admission.
Plan warm clothes, hats,
mittens, and boots for that day as

we will be walking to and from the
theatre.
Mark Your Calendar
Dr. Jim Trelease, author of THE
READ ALOUD HANDBOOK will

speak at the Beginning Reading
Conference on Friday, April 24,
1987. He speaks forcefully
about the importance of reading to your children and telling
them stories. We urge you to
join us. You will be inspired
and you will get a long list of
suggested titles to enhance
your own list of favorite Read
Aloud stories. University Book
and Supply has copies of his
book which lists many of his
favorite choices and suggests
age levels for the choices.

1986 - 1987 SCHOOL CALENDAR
November 27, 28
Decembers

No School - Thanksgiving Recess
Androcles and the Lion Matinee
Performance, 1:00 p.m.

December 20 - Jan 4

No School - Winter Holiday

January 5

School Begins

January 15

Bob and Kerry Acker - Puppeteers

March 16 - 20

Spring Recess

April 9

Duane Hutchins - Storyteller

April 24

No Elementary Classes - Beginning Read·
Ing Conference

May 25

No School - Memorial Day Recess

May 29

Last Day of Classes for 86 - 87 School Year
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